“Human Rights Libraries - cooperation and possibilities of establishing a special library network”

“Human Rights Libraries - cooperation and possibilities of establishing a special library network” meeting took place in the premises of the Human Rights Center in Zagreb, in  May 2009. The basis for this pilot project was the Memorandum on cooperation and exchange between Sarajevo and Zagreb Human Rights Centers, signed in November 2008. The aim of this memorandum was to establish close cooperation in promotion of information flow and documents exchange between those two institutions and to enhance the development of the library system in general. The second background impulse for this pilot-project was the meeting of professional and non-professional staff of the small NGO libraries and Human Right Center Library, held  in June 2008. The Human Rights Center in Zagreb came up with the idea to initiate a small pilot project that would enable Sarajevo and Zagreb HRCs librarians to develop concrete collaboration strategies and to exchange and share experiences and ideas with other library and information specialists from Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Slovenia. This pilot-project was foreseen as a basis for more concrete project on Human Rights Center Libraries cooperation with more countries involved that have special libraries for human rights within their institutions. It is also a solid basis for establishing a long-term cooperation between other similar libraries within larger inter-library network. The concrete follow up would certainly consist of the presentation of the established special library network to other potential members of the network in the region.

Various suggestions for enhancing libraries' visibility and ways to attract potential users, while making library funds more open to the public, have been presented. The participants delievered possible solutions and ideas for creating a network of libraries within the field of human rights and civil society in general. The following questions were analysed: the keeping up-to date with information flow, various possibilities for linkages through the information system and the library software, possibilities for more precise and organized acquisition and inter-library loan. 

Trajanje projekta: 

April 1 to July 1, 2009



