Pilot project “Human Rights Libraries - cooperation and possibilities of establishing a special library network”

General conclusions from the meeting held on May 18th 2009, in the Human Rights Center in Zagreb

Reasons for forming an Human Rights Libraries Consortium:

-         information explosion – one library is not capable of tracking down all the valuable information resources

-         differences between various users needs – from academics, researchers, professionals to the activists

-         financial issues – need for forming an acquisition consortium to manage the high prices of publications 

-         exchange of experiences between the library professionals

-         encompassing of independent local production and specialized material

-         issues with unstable periodical acquisition

Meeting results: 

●Human Rights Center Libraries from Zagreb and Sarajevo approved the forming of             consortium

●All of the participants present at the meeting showed their interest to take part in the consortium

●Some technical solutions for connecting and integrating library system and catalog, as well as some interlibrary loan options have been discussed.

●The need for an international member card,  valid in all of the libraries engaged in the consortium

●Coordinates for periodicals acquisition as well as acquisition of capital works have been  proposed

●Duplicate exchange among the libraries have been arranged 

●Exchange of the professional experiences have been enabled through the personal contacts made during this meeting 

●Name suggestions for the consortium have been discussed

