Conclusions from the Public Debate about the Final Proposal of the Law on Exercising the Right to Legal Aid

Zagreb, September 26, 2007

On the basis of the Public Debate about the Final Proposal of the Law on Exercising the Right to Legal Aid, held on September 25, 2007 in the Human Rights Center, following conclusions are made:
· The law which regulates the question of providing free legal aid to the citizens should not be adopeted rapidly, taking into consideration the fact that the majority of legislative solutions are not accepted by those who are most often providers of the legal aid:  human rights NGOs, trade unions, legal experts and the representatives of the Croatian Bar Chambre

· Recognizing the efforts of the Ministry of Justice made sofar with the aim of  regulating this important filed of the human rights protection, the participants of the Debate call upon the Government of the Republic of Croatia to repeatedly reconsider all the objections made by the Coalition of the NGOs providing legal aid, trade unions as well as by the legal experts.

· In accordance with the relevant provisions in the Statute of the Center, the Human Rights Center will send recommentations to the Republic  of Croatia regarding this issue.
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