General conclusions and recommendations of the regional conference, "the Impact of accession to the European Union on Human Rights," 


The Human Rights Center organized the regional conference: "The impact of Accession to the European Union on Human Rights" following up to one of the main conclusions of the seminar held in Ohrid from March 14-17, 2008 about the Croatian and Macedonian experiences regarding this issue. Despite the fact that the countries of the region are undoubtedly at different stages in the process of accession to the EU there is a whole range of common themes and experiences. In this sense, the conclusions that were adopted by the participants of this regional conference at the end of two-days of work are relevant for all countries of South-East Europe that are in the process of accesion to the EU. 

General conclusions adopted on the basis of two plenary sessions: 

All laws, especially those dealing with human rights, should be made drafted in an open and participatory consultative process that involves all relevant stakeholders: the representatives of various state authorities, civil society organizations, national institutions for human rights, experts, and other institutions 
The goal of making all laws, especially those dealing with human rights, should be to enable the effective implementation of legal norms in everyday life, and therefore more attention needs to be devoted to creating the conditions for the implementation of these standards (ensuring adequate resources, training seminars for those who will be implementing law, informing the public, etc.) 
All information related to the proposals of laws, strategies, programs, action plans, statements and negotiating positions should be available to the public in accordance with relevant principles of the right of access to information, that is the publics’ right to know 
Civil society organizations, especially human rights organizations which represent a critical corrective factor of each government, have an extremely important role in the further democratization of our countries, and therefore an environment should be fostered which encourages the free engagement and development of civil society organizations 

The most important conclusions adopted on the basis of discussions with four thematic workshops 

The workshop on anti-discrimination policies highlighted the importance of an open and participatory consultative process in this area, while the Croatian experience related to the adoption of the Law on Combating Discrimination was viewed as an example of good practice 
The workshop on free legal aid systems emphasized the need to build a comprehensive free legal aid system that puts the needs of citizens in the first place, and it is simple, accessible and effective 
The workshop on asylum showed how countries in the region should strive to build a policy of asylum in accordance with international standards of the United Nations and the Council of Europe, and their own Constitutions, whereas the Hungarian experience related to the period following the introduction of the Schengen regime shows that standards of the European Union in this area represent a lower standard that is desired 
The workshop on the environment showed that the environment is under particular pressure from powerful corporations, interest groups and lobbies, and that in this area it is of particular importance to ensure effective implementation of standards and proclaimed objectives of the European Union as well as provisions of the Aarhus convention on the availability of information in this field

The conference participants agreed in the concluding debate that there is a need to continue exchanges of experience related to the impact of EU accession on human rights at the regional level in the form of working visits about concrete issues, as well as holding annual follow-up regional conference
