Workshop IV: Protection of Environment

Two introductory presentations were given in a very informative and stimulating way, overwieving the context of the EU negotiation proceses in each country. Tomislav Tomasevic, president of the Croatian NGO Green Action, gave an overview of the harmonization of Croatian legislation with the EU legislation and the current state of environmental protection in Croatia from all relavent aspects, while Ms. Sanja Svrkota, from the NGO Green Home presented the situation from the legislative, strategic and implementation level in Montenegro.

 
During the discussion which followed presentations, the following conclusions were highlighted:                           

1. Environment protection is one of the areas where the EU has the most developed regulations and standards. This is why this area is considered extremely important, and one of the most complicated areas for all country that are in the process of accession, and requires a serious commitment of all stakeholders, both government and non-governmental organizations. Within this context, the negotiation process which is short and closed for the general public and sometimes even for the interested public (civil society organizations and experts who are engaged in the area) can not be regarded as positive. Participation of civil society organizations in negotiation working group is not sufficient, but should also include a professional public debate for all interested stakeholders. For example, civil society organizations representatives and experts have to be informed and consluted about delays in the implementation of regulations by industries. 

2. In most areas the EU minimum standards, and specially the strategic objectives of the EU are higher than those that exist in our countries, with the exception of a few (such as import of GMOs). 

3. The strategy of environmental protection, sustainable development and energy strategies in the two countries are not harmonised between themselves and usually are not drafted in a participatory process which includes interested stakeholders (government, civil society, experts). They are also not harmonised with the strategic objectives of the EU. For example, the planned increase of energy consumption in Croatia is many times higher than the EU goals, while the percentage of recycled waste in Croatia is lower than the relevant EU standards.                                                  

4. Urgent environmental problems that are identified in both countries (Croatia: disposal and recycling of waste, air and traffic issues; Montenegro: lobbies and corruption influencing construction and industry in general as well as the problem of waste) are in the EU countries relatively easily solved. We need the political will, active participation of citizens, but also a strong impetus from the EU. 

5. The need for systematic training of administration and judicial bodies is recognised, as well as better cooperation with civil society organizations, especially on projects such as: training and specialization of judges, prosecutors, cooperation between organizations enagged in environmental issues with other civil society organizations who are legal experts, provide free legal assistance, etc.                                                          

6. There is a need for specific networking among civil society organizations, exchanges of experiences and joint actions within the region (Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, Slovenia), as well as for systematic training and awareness raising of citizens about their rights in a living space, the right to health and ultimately the right to life. Environmental protection is primarily a human rights issue and is therefore particularly important to protect "green" activists and “whistle-blowers” (cases of intimidation in Macedonia and Croatia)                                                              

7. The area of environmental protection is an area in which the disproportion between the political power of interest lobbies with the backing of very large financial interest and a relatively weak citizens and NGOs is mostly visible. Therefore, insisting on transparent criteria, systematic and public monitoring of how much industries and private companies respect those criteria in practice, as well as a fully participatory decision-making process, open to the public in accordance with the Aarhus Convention, are the basic tasks of governments and civil society organisations.
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